
 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

Toolbox TALKS 

Hazard Communication: Pictograms 
A pictogram may be a symbol with other graphic elements, such as a border, background pattern, or color 
that is intended to convey specifc information about the hazard. Some pictograms are symbols that resemble 
the hazardous efect. Others are merely meant to attract attention. 

Here are some of the more common pictograms, as defned by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA).1 

Q&A 

Here are some questions to help start 
conversations around the Hazard 
Communication Pictograms in your 
workplace: 

• Do container labels have standardized 
pictograms to convey hazards and 
necessary safeguards you should follow 
when working with that product? 

• Is the pictogram equipped with the 
standardized format: 
red framed diamond border, white 
background, and symbol representing 
a distinct hazard(s)? 

• For more information, please review 
the OSHA Hazard Communication 
Standard or download the OSHA 
Small Entity Compliance Guide for 
Employers That Use Hazardous 
Chemicals. 

The information in this document is for general educational and informational purposes only and is not intended to be comprehensive. The information is not 
intended to serve as safety advice, and should not be used in place of a consultation with appropriate professionals and/or a safety or risk evaluation. The COUNTRY 
Financial® group assumes no liability for any injuries or damages resulting from the use of the information, materials or opinions provided in this document. The 
COUNTRY Financial group disclaims all warranties, either express or implied, statutory or otherwise. 
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1 Occupational Safety and Health Administration, Standard 1926, subpart X, 2018 


